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WE  UUST  SEND  lAORE  FOOD  TO  EDRGPE  AND  ASIA 

From  max^  parts  of  Europe  are  coming  reports  which  indicate  that  Europe  faces  a  winter  of 
greater  hanger  than  any  it  ei^rienced  under  Nsizi  domination*  lUlk  production  in  Norway 
in  May  wae  only  39  per  cent  of  the  pre-vnr  output*  France,  which  was  almost  self-sufficient 
in  food  before  1939,  is  producing  only  72  per  cent  of  what  she  ate  before  the  war.  Al¬ 
together  it  is  estimated  that  European  food  supplies  this  year  are  more  than  20  million 
tons  below  idiat  they  were  before  the  war  because  of  decline  both  in  production  ( 14-16 
million  tons)  and  in  imports  of  animal  as  well  as  human  food* 

To  provide  only  a  subsistence  level  it  is  estimated  that  Earone.  including  nAwtumv.  needs 
impoTts  of^  at  least  15  milliotL  short  tons  during  the  12-nonth  ueriod  beginning  in  Seutem- 
ber.  with  the  period  of  greatest  need  from  December  on,  after  this  year's  harvest  has  been 
largely  consumed* 

Estimated  Minimum  Needs  of  Continental  Europe  Isst  of  the  USSR  for 
Imported  Food  During  the  Period  September  1,  1946  -  August  31,1946 

Short  tons  Percentage  of  total 


lisat  1,050,000  7 
Fish  600,000  4 
Dairy  products,  powdered  milk,  etc*  900,000  6 
Edible  fats  and  oils  1,050,000  7 

Grain  and  grain  products  9,750,000  65 
Dried  peas  and  beans  750,000  5 
Sugar  460,000  3 
Miscellaneous  450,000  3 

total  15,000,000  100 


The  5,250,000  tons  of  non-grain  foods  represent  the  minimum  amount  necessary  for  a  con¬ 
tinent  long  deprived  of  protective  foods*  They  are  needed  to  halt  the  terrible  plague  of 
tuberculosis  now  sweeping  Europe,  and  to  build  resistance  against  all  other  diseases, 
most  of  iftiidi  assume  a  more  malignant  form  among  a  half-starved  population*  Wheat  is  in 
plentiful  supply  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in  Canada  and  Argentina  as  well*  !Qie 
United  States,  with  dietary  levels  which  would  seem  unbelievably  luxurious  to  Europe,  must 
STipply  not  only  its  full  share  of  wheat  but  also  the  bulk  of  all  the  other  items  in  the 
foregoing  list,  with  the  exception  of  fats  and  oils,  and  perhaps  fish* 

that  lbs  Done  last  Tear 

Re  cause  the  Oovemoent  has  consistently  refused  to  make  public  the  relevant  data,  the 
qpestion  of  how  much  we  can  share  is  difficult  to  answer*  Between  August  1,  1944  and  Jhly 
31,  1945,  United  States  food  shipments  to  the  European  continent  (excluding  the  USSR)  for 
civilian  use  were  apparently  less  than  four  million  tons,  most  of  which  was  for  Anaoy 
"wake  of  battle"  feeding,  almost  all  the  rest  on  lend-lease  accounts,  and  a  relatively 
small  amount  allocated  to  UNRRA*  This  represented  most  of  the  food  inported  into  Europe, 
and  about  70  per  cent  of  which  was  #ieat  and  flour. 
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iUnerlcan  Prospect e  for  Pood 

According  to  the  latest  estimates,  total  U.  S.  food  production  in  1945  will  he  33  per  cent’ 
above  the  1935-39  average  and  only  sli^tly  below  last  year's  record  output.  Meat  produc¬ 
tion,  althou^  9  per  cent  below  last  year,  will  be  41  per  cent  above  the  1935-39  average. 
Output  of  dairy  products  will  be  2  per  cent  greater  than  last  year  and  18  per  cent  above 
pre-war  level.  Sugar,  fats  and  oils  are  the  only  major  commodities  below  pre-war  level* 


With  the  eni  of  the  war,  the  Army  has  announced  large  cutbacks  in  its  buying  of  food,  ibr 
the  last  quarter  of  1945,  military  cutbacks  may  equal  25^  of  what  the  armed  forces  had 
intended  to  boy,  for  the  first  quarter  of  1946  are  e^cted  to  be  35-40  per  cent,  and 
during  the  second  and  third  quarters  may  rise  to  60  per  cent.  Cutba^  in  scarce  foods 
will  be  greater  than  the  cutbacks  in  general.  ^  military  took  almost  13  per  cent  of  tbs 
American  food  supply  in  1944  and  had  planned  to  take  16.6  per  cent  of  the  1946  supidy  so 
these  cutbacky  repreeent  substantial  amounts  of  food. 

Shall  Is  Eat  More  at  the  Price  of  Europe's  Starvation? 


For  example,  military  cutbacks  in  meat  during  the  last  quarter  of  1946  may  run  more  than 
200,000  short  tons,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  this  should  not  be  added  to  the  allocation 
already  made  to  Europe  tentatively  set  at  250,000  short  tons,  to  help  meet  Europe's 
minimum  needs.  This  would  still  leave  enough  meat  in  the  United  States  for  civilians  to 
eat  at  the  rate  of  140  pounds  per  capita  per  year  as  agsiinst  the  pre-war  average  of  125.6 
pounds.  This,  however,  would  necessitate  continuation  of  meat  rationing  here,  at  least  ^f 
"he  choice  grades  of  meat  if  price  ceilings  are  maintained  ^rA  fair  distribution  assured* 
The  OPA  has  already  announced  a  larger  supply  of  meat  avcdlable  for  American  civilians,  a 
cut  in  ration  values,  and  a  possible  end  of  meat  rationing  is  forecast  for  October  first* 


The  amounts  of  fish,  fats  and  oils  and  dried  peas  and  beans  and  dairy  products,  to  be 
released  by  military  cutbacks,  will  not  represent  so  large  a  proportion  of  Europe's  needs 
as  in  the  case  of  meat,  but  these  amounts  should  be  sent  to  devastated  areas  as  well  as  a 
proportion  of  our  own  supplies.  Heduction  in  sugar  demands  will  not  be  made  by  the  Army 
until  next  year. 

The  abrupt  end  of  land-lease  has  intensified  Europe's  food  problem.  In  1944,  approxi¬ 
mately  6  per  cent  of  the  total  s’uqpply  of  U.  S.  food  went  to  lend-lease  in  Britain,  Russia 
and  to  the  fighting  forces  of  our  other  Allies.  They  should  be  able  to  boy  food  on 
favorable  terms  until  their  agriculture  is  restored.  At  present  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  marking  time  on  allocations  to  Europe,  waiting  until  the  White  House  and 
the  State  Departooent  detezmine  the  question  of  finance. 

UNBBA  Needs  Supplies  and  T\inds 


!Ihe  President  has  asked  for  $1,900,000,000  (less  than  one  per  cent  of  our  war  e3q)enditures 
to  date)  for  additional  funds  for  the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Adminis¬ 
tration  which  Congress  is  reluctant  to  grant.  Albania,  Czechoslovakia,.  Gkeece,  Yugoslavia, 
Poland  and  Italy  are  dependent  upon  UNRRA  for  their  food  isq^rts. 


What  You  Can  Do 


Ask  your  friends  to  write  to  Clinton  P.  Anderson,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  urging 
larger  allocations  of  food  for  Europe  and  Asia  and  continuation  of  rationing  tn 
make  such  allocations  possible.  Write  also  to  your  Senators  and  Representative 
supporting  adequate  appropriations  to  UNRRA,  and  urging  continuance  of  rationing. 
Write  to  the  newspapers,  to  the  President  and  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  peace 
cannot  be  bui).t  upon  starvation  and  despair. 


< 


(Above  two  pages  prepared  in  collaboration  with  Spencer  Coxe) 
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CXDST  OF  THE  WAR  TO  DATE 

The  Qmixman  of  the  Bio\»e  Committee,  on  Appropriatione ,  Clarence  Caxinon  of  Mleaouri,  repor¬ 
ted  on  September  5  that  for  the  proeecatlon  of  the  ear  from  Joly  1,  1940  to  the  present 
timOi  there  had  been  appropriated  approximately  $420|000|000,000  of  ehich  $290,000,000,000 
had  been  expended  up  to  June  30,  1946 •  In  speaking  of  the  public  debt  ISr*  Cannon  com¬ 
mented,  "The  latest  estimate  of  the  debt's  size  at  the  end  of  next  June,  made  since  V-J 
Day,  is  $273,000,000,000  lAiich  exceeds  by  more  than  $100,000,000,000  all  Federal  expen¬ 
ditures  since  the  beginning  of  the  Government  up  to  the  end  of  the  calendar  year  1940." 

!  Compare  these  figures  with  our  agreement  in  1943  as  an  uninvaded  nation  to  give  UNRRA  one 
i  per  cent  of  our  national  income,  or  $1,350, 000,000.  Of  this  $450,000,000  was  appropriated 
I  and  #350,000,000  allocated  from  lend-lease  funds.  President  Truman,  in  accordance  with 
the  request  of  the  UNRBA  Council  meeting  in  Ii^ndon  in  August,  is  asking  Congress  for  the 
remaining  $550,000,000  of  the  authorization  plus  an  addition^  one  per  cent  of  our  Inccme, 
or  a  total  yet  to  be  appropriated  of  $1,900,000,000  and  a  grand  total  for  relief  of 
$2,700,000,000.  Congress  seems  extremely  reluctant  to  aunro-priate  for  relief  throuA 
UNRHA  even  one  -per  cent  of  what  we  have  spent  on  the  war. 

THE  PBESIDEHT'S  LEGISIATIVE  TBOQRm 

President  Okuman  in  his  message  to  the  neidy  convened  Congress  on  September  6  recasnended 
21  measures  for  a  post  war  better  life  which  he  asked  Congress  to  enact  speedily.  These 
include  ;  (l)  Jobless  usv  -  Federal  supplements  to  extend  state  payments  to  a  maximum  of 
$25  a  week  for  26  weeks  (alreaidy  reduced  by  Senate  Finance  Committee);  (2)  Substantial 
Increase  in  present  40  jent  hourly  miraTmm  nage  rate.  (3)  Extension  of  Second  War  Ifawers 
Act  expiring  December  31,  to  combat  inflation;  (4)  Government  reorganization  -  power  to 
reaurrange  administrative  set-up  subject  to  Congressional  veto;  (5)  Passage  of  so-called 
full  employment  bill;  (6)  Sitabllahment  of  pezmanent  Fair  Eoaployment  Practice  Cbnsnlttee; 

(7)  Wage  stabilization,  labor  management  conference,  discontinuance  of  War  Labor  Board; 

(8)  Extend  U.S.  Bnplovment  Service;  (9)  Price  support  for  farm  conmodltles ,  crop  in¬ 
surance; 

(10)  Draft  extension  -  opntinuatlon  of  Selective  Service  for  the  18-25  age  group  with  ser¬ 
vice  limited  to  two  years,  and  added  incentives  for  volunteering;  (11)  Housing  -  from  a 
million  to  a  million  and  a  half  new  homes  a  year.  Including  slum  clearance  and  better  farm 
homes,  mainly  with  private  capital*  (12)  Research  -  single  Federal  agen^  to  correlate 
research  in  physical  and  social  sciences,  and  health;  (13)  Taxes  -  limited  tax  cuts  in 
1946  followed  by  review  of  the  vdiole  Federal  tax  structure.  (14)  Single  Surplus  Property 
Administrator  .  (15)  Some  aid  to  gma-ii  htisiness  but  main  dependence  upon  general  pros¬ 

perity  and  full  employment.  (16)  Veterans  -  further  action  on  re-enployment  rl^ts, 
medical  care,  loans,  education,  life  insurance,  and  social  security  coverage;  (17)  Public 
w<;>ries  Natural  Resources  -  integrated  regional  developments  of  river  basins,  a  central 
agency  to  inventory  the  nation's  physical  plant,  and  action  on  baesklog  of  projects; 

(18)  Lend-Lease  and  Post-war  Reconstruction  -  another  $1,9CX>,000,000  for  UHRRA;  repeal  of 
Johnson  Act  forbidding  private  loans  to  defaulting  countries;  (19)  Gongrassionnl  -paw 
increase  from  $10,000  to  $20,000  a  yea^  (20)  Provision  for  sale  at  home  and  abroad  of 
unneeded  portion  of  American  Merchant  fleet;  (21)  Stockpiling  of  strategic 

lULL  EMPLOIMElfr  AJ©  FAIR  PRACTICE 

The  full  employment  bill  (S.  380),  sponsored  by  Senators  Murray  of  Monteuaa,  Wagner  of  Hew 
York,  Thomas  of  Utah,  and  O'Mahoney  of  WYGming,  declares  that  every  man  has  a  rlg^t  (not 
legal)  to  a  Job  and  is  based  on  the  philosophy  that  if  we  can  produce  for  war  we  can 
produce  for  peace.  Industry,  labor  and  agric^turo  are  to  be  given  every  encotiragement  to 
provide  Jobs,  but  the  Government  should  furnish  Federal  funds  to  take  up  the  slack  When 


private  investment  does  not  provide  sufficient  employment.  The  Senate  Banking  and  Curren¬ 
cy  Cdonittee  held  several  days  of  hearings  and  is  now  considering  amendiaents  to  the  hill. 
Have  you  secured  a  copy  of  the  hill  from  your  Senator  and  the  packet  prepared  for  study  hy 
Union  for  Democratic  Action,  819  13th  Street,  N.W.,  Wa^ington  5,  D.C.7  (60  cents) 

The  National  Council  for  a  Permanent  Eair  BmDlovment  Practice  Connittee  held  a  two-day  con¬ 
ference  in  Washington  September  12  and  13  attended  by  delegates  from  23  states.  Florence 
Kite,  Joy  Briggs,  Floyd  Tyson,  Sina  Stanton,  £•  Haymond  Wilson  and  Allen  White  attended 
part  or  all  of  the  sessions  on  behalf  of  the  Friends  Committee  on  l^tlonal  Legislation  and 
the  Committee  on  Pace  Belations  of  the  two  Philadelphia  Yearly  I^setings.  Efforts  are  now 
being  centered  on  securing  signatures  bv  Benresentatives  to  the  dis&arge  -Detition  tn  or¬ 
der  to  bring  out  of  the  Buies  Committee  for  a  House  vote  the  bill,  H.  B.  2232,  favorab^ 
reported  by  the  House  Comnittee  on  labor,  and  in  the  Senate  commitments  to  vote  for  cloture 
so  a  filibuster  can  be  broken  and  a  decision  secured  in  the  Senate  on  S.  101',  favorably 
reported  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Education  and  labor.  Does  Congress  know  how  you  feel 
about  the  F  E  P  C  ? 

LUDLOW  PEOPOSBS  BAN  ON  THE  ATOIflC  BOMB 

Perhaps  nothing  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  has  so  stirred  and  aroused  the  American 
people  to  the  necessity  for  the  complete  abolition  of  war  as  the  use  by  the  United  States 
Army  of  the  atomic  bomb  on  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki, vihich  the  Japanese  claim  resulted  in  at 
least  70,000  killed  and  120,000  wounded  and  290,000  made  homeless. 

Hepresentatlve  Louis  Ludlow  of  Indianapolis  introduced  House  Be  solution  336  on  September  5 
which  reads; 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
personal  representative  of  the  President  on  the  United  Nations  Organization,  Edward 
B.  Stettinius,  Jr.,  be,  and  hereby  ara  urged  to  exert  their  utmost  efforts  to  secure 
a  definite  postwar  agreement  by  the  United  Nations  to  ban  the  atomic  bomb  forever  as 
an  instrument  of  war." 

Senator  Brian  McMahon  of  Connecticut  proposed  in  S.  1359  (a  companion  blll,H.  B.  4014, was 
introduced  by  Jerry  Vooxhis  of  California)  for  a  board  of  hi^  Government  officials  to 
supervise  and  license  the  development,  research  and  use  of  atomic  power,  to  provide  the 
Security  Council  sudi  knowledge  in  exchange  for  such  agreement  by  all  other  nations,  and 
to  provide  full  inspection  by  the  Security  Council  of  all  the  plants,  laboratories,  and 
operations  relating  to  research,  development,  manufacture,  and  production  of  ctnoaments  and 
munitions  of  war.  At  least  el^t  resolutions  have  already  been  introduced  in  Congress. 

WOULD  PROVIDE  FOR  CANCER  BESEABCH 

Representative,  lilliam  H.  Stevenson  of  Wisconsin  proposed  in  H.  B.  3939  an  appropriation  of 
$500,000,000  for  research  with  respect  to  the  cause  and  cure  of  cancer  and  poliomyelitis 
vdiich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce.  Compare  this  sum 
with  the  $2,000,000,000  already  ei^ended  on  the  atomic  bcmb^  and  the  report  in  Washington 
is  that  work  in  these  plants  is  continuing  full  scale.  Ceinoer  is  said  to  cause  one  out  of 
six  deaths  among  adults  in  the  United  States. 

COlffiAT  INFLATION 

Enclosed  this  Newsletter  is  a  sheet  prepared  by  the  OPA  Just  before  the  end  of  the 
war  ~^th  Japan,  Indlcatirg  the  pressures  toward  disastrous  inflation  vAilch  In  the  past  has 
been  one  of  the  most  serious  results  of  war.  Buy  only  your  share  of  vdiat  is  available; 
refuse  to  pay  more  than  ceiling  prices*  report  overci^ges.  build  public  opinion  to  sup¬ 
port  price  control.  The  dangerous  time  is  still  ahead,  until  civilian  production  catches 
up  with  wartime  purchasing  power.  Tell  Congress  and  Chester  Bowles,  OPA  Administrator, 
Washington,  D.C.,  that  you  want  price  control  continued. 

(ifewsletter  continued  pages  5-8) 
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INTERNATIONAL  ABOLITION  OF  PEACETir>IE  CONSCRIPTION  PROPOSED 

House  Republican  Leader,  Joseph  W.  Meirtln,  Jr.,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  House  Resolu¬ 
tion  325  on  July  17,  urging  an  immediate  international  agreement  to  eliminate  coonpulsory 
military  service  from  the  policies  emd  practices  of  all  nations.  Declaring  that  coopulsoxy 
military  service  "has  been  contrary  to  American  tradition  since  the  founding  of  our 
Republic,"  and  that  it  "has  never  prevented  ear  in  Europe  or  elsefftiere,  but,  on  the  ooz>- 
trary,  causes  suspicion  and  fears  to  grow  between  nations  and  inclines  the  rulers  of  men  to 
ear  rather  than  peace,"  the  resolution  concludes. 

"Whereas  an  agreement  between  the  nations  of  the  world  to  eliminate  systems  of  conpul- 
soxy  military  service  would  itself  be  greatly  conducive  to  that  restoration  of  peace 
Which  is  so  profoundly  desired  by  all  the  plain  peoples  of  the  world,  and  would  re¬ 
lease  their  energies  and  resources  for  rebuilding  their  ear-devastated  countries,  and 

"Whereas  world-wide  abolition  of  compulsory  military  service  in  no  way  precludes  the 
maintenance  of  national  or  international  military  forces  adequate  for  safeguarding 
national  or  collective  security;  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  before  the  United  States  adopts  compulsory  military  service,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  personal  represex>- 
tatlve  of  the  President  on  the  United  Nations  Organization,  Edward  R.  Stettinius,  Jr., 
be  and  hereby  are  urged  to  work  xinceasingly  for  an  immediate  international  agreement 
whereby  compulsory  military  service  shall  be  wholly  eliminated  from  the  policies  and 
practices  of  all  nations." 

Mr.  MEu:tin*s  office  reports  that  he  has  received  more  than  1400  letters  regarding  his  pro¬ 
posal  with  only  about  30  which  were  opposed  to  the  idea.  Have  you  sent  Respresentative 
Martin  your  encouragmaent?  The  Souse  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  ou^t  to  be  asked  to 
hold  hearings  on  this  resolution. 

PRESHJENT  TRUMAN  ASKS  FOR  SELECTIVE  SERVICE  EXTENSION 

President  Truman,  in  a  letter  to  the  Knise  and  Senate  Military  Affairs  Coomittees  on  August 
27,  asked  Congress  for  the  extension  of  the  Selective  Service  System  for  an  indefinite 
period  in  order  to  induct  men  from  18  to  25  years  old.  Ss  added,  "It  is  my  view  that  these 
inductions  should  be  for  a  two  year  period"  of  service.  Hs  gave  as  his  reason  for  this 
request  the  need  for  replacements  of  overseas  veterans  who  should  be  returned  to  their 
families.  Ihe  President  in  his  letter  used  the  Army's  estimate  of  1,200,000  troops  for 
overseas  service  alone.  On  August  26  the  War  Department  asked  for  50,000  new  draftees  each 
month  for  an  indefinite  period. 


Thomas  Introduces  Bill  to  Extend  Draft 

Senator  Elbert  D.  Thomas,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  introduced 
S.  1355  on  September  6.  Ihis  bill,  to  be  called  the  "Veterans  Replacement  and  Release  Act 
i  of  1945,"  would  provide  for  amending  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  so  that  draft¬ 
ing  of  men  18  throng  25  could  continue  unless  a  man  had  conpleted  two  yecurs  service  in 
the  land  or  naval  forces.  An  Inductee  would  be  liable  to  two  years  active  service  from 
the  time  of  his  induction.  '  The  bill  declares  that  Selective  Service  would  continue  "only 
for  so  long  as  may  be  necessary  to  assure  the  speedy  return  to  civilian  life  of  veterans 
whose  retention  would  be  otherwise  required.  .  .  .This  Act  shall  remain  in  force  until  su^ 
time  as  the  Congress  may  determine  by  concurrent  resolution  that  its  continued  effective¬ 
ness  is  no  longer  necessary." 


The  Thcmas  Bill  is  also  desiged  to  stimulate  voluntary  enlistment  by  providing  for  • 
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1.  Orlgiaal  enlistments  and  re-enlistments  for  two  or  three  years 
2«  Mastering  out  payments 

3.  Enlistment  allowance  based  upon  highest  enlisted  grade 

4.  Monetary  allowance  in  lieu  of  quarters  for  dependents  or  family  allowance 

5.  Forlou^  travel  and  subsistence  allowance 

6.  Courses  of  study,  loan  guarantees,  unemployment  allowance 

7.  Betirement  pay 

E.  H.  3951  sponsored  by  Representative  May  contains  somewhat  similar  Inducements  for  en¬ 
couraging  volunteering,  but  does  not  include  the  continuance  of  selective  service  induc¬ 
tions.  The  May  Bill  is  on  the  calendar  for  consideration  in  the  House  September  17.  The 
lashington  Daily  News  reported  recently  that  there  were  35  bills  in  Congress  to  promote 
voluntary  enlistment. 


Present  Size  of  the  Army 

Major  General  S.  G.  Henry,  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  reported  that  as  of  September  1  there 
were  an  estimated  8,050,000  in  the  Axmy,  distributed  as  follows*  Atlantic  Area,  2,750,000; 
Pacific  Area,  1,900,000;  and  Zone  of  the  Interior  (chiefly  the  Ibiited  States),  3,400,000. 
General  Henry  stated  before  the  House  Military  Affairs  Coxanlttee  on  August  28  that  by  next 
July  1  an  estimated  6,050,000  will  be  discharged  from  the  Army.  Estimates  on  the  future 
size  and  needs  of  the  Axmy  are  Changing  almost  daily,  but  if  these  estimates  were  carried 
out,  it  would  mean  a  two  million  man  Axmy  next  July  from  men  now  in  the  Army,  without  add^ 
ing  the  men  idio  might  volunteer  in  the  hi£^  pressure  campaign  for  voluntary  enlistments 
now  uxider  consideration,  nor  additional  men  being  drafted  each  month. 

Projected  Size  of  the  Army 

Major  General  Henry  also  stated  that  if  they  get  300,000  volunteers  (some  estimates  xiow  are 
much  higher)  together  with  the  800,000  men  inducted  between  August  1944  and  August  1945, 
iho  will  have  had  less  than  two  years  service,  they  will  have  an  army  next  summer  of 
1,100,000  without  recourse  ^9  iMpy  ftAditiongl  Ara.ft.  However,  the  General  asked  for  a  con- 
tixxuation  of  the  draft  at  the  rate  of  50,000  a  month  for  at  least  the  next  year,  and  a 
total  axmy  of  2,500,000. 

The  Axmy  has  been  asking  for  2,500,000  men  divided  aM  follows  •  376,000  to  occupy  Gexmany; 
630,000  to  occupy  Japan*  115,000  overseas  (Panama  Qanal,  Hawaii,  Alaska,  overseas  bases, 
etc.);  485,000  in  adoinistrative  and  supply  activities,  mobilization  and  demobilization, 
etc.' r- and  500,000  in  training,'  in  transit,  etc. 

However,  General  MacArthur  in  a  September  6  United  Press  dispatch  from  Yokohama  stated 
that  only  400,000  to  500,000  troops,  including  combat,  service  and  other  forces,  would  be 
the  total  occupying  force  in  Japan  and  southern  Korea.  General  Eichelberger,  in  charge  of 
occupying  Tokyo,  estimated  that  300,000  to  400,000  troops  would  be  needed  for  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  Japan.  It  is  expected  now  that  the  disaxmament  of  Japan's  army  will  be  completed 
during  mid-October. 

The  Associated  Press  reports  (September  15,  Tokyo  time)  that  Lt.  General  Robert  L. 
Eichelberger,  whose  U.S.  Ei^th  Axmy  led  the  occupation  forces  in  Japan,  states  that  the 
occupation  may  end  in  a  yeco*  and  told  a  press  conference,  "when  an  insular  country  loses 
its  land,  sea  and  air  power  and  is  without  raw  materials  and  has  big  countries  sitting  on 
its  flarks  it  can't  be  much  of  a  threat." 

Lively  Debate  in  Congress 

Congress  now  finds  itself  in  the  hottest  spot  in  years,  between  the  desire  of  men  to  get 
out  of  the  Army  and  Havy  snd  go  home,  the  desire  of  parents  and  families  to  have  the  men 
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returned  to  civilian  life,  the  desire  of  the  Array  for  large  occupation  forces  In  Germany 
'and  Japan,  the  desire  of  many  monhers  of  the  State  Department  and  the  Armed  Services  for  a 
large  military  estahlishotient  for  political  influence,  and  the  desire  of  the  ta^cpayers  for 
reduction  of  taxes.  There  seems  increasing  disposition  to  challenge  the  Army  estimates  and 
plans. 

Continued  Draft  of  18-19  Tear  Olds 

The  most  active  debate  on  draft  extension  is  likely  to  be  on  whether  to  continue  to  induct 
eigihteen  and  nineteen  year  olds,  because  colleges  want  them  to  finish  their  training,  and 
parents  are  concerned  about  the  moral  influence  of  army  life.  The  laahington  Post  reveals 
on  September  9  that  in  1944  the  venereal  disease  rate  in  the  European  theater  was  about  30 
cases  per  thousand  and  that  today  it  is  almost  150  in  every  1000.  In  January  of  this  year 
the  rate  of  infection  throu^out  the  entire  Pacific  was  5  cases  in  every  1000  men  but  that 
five  months  later,  in  May,  the  rate  had  Juxaped  to  96  in  every  thousand  men. 

NAVAL  AFFAIBS  SUBCOUinTTEE  ASKS  U.S.  CONTROL  OF  PACIFIC  BASES 

A  Bouse  Naval  Affairs  subcommittee,  after  completing  a  21,500  mile  tour  of  the  Pacific, 
submitted  in  August  a  300-page  report  recoomonding  United  States  control  of  Pacific  Naval 
bases.  Members  of  the  subconmittee  included  Ed  U.  Izac  of  California,  Chairman,  Andrew  J* 
Blemiller  of  Wisconsin,  C.  W.  Bishop  of  Illinois,  and  J.  R.  Feurrlngton  of  Hawaii.  They 
recommend  the  establislnent  of  six  main  fleet  bases,  four  secondary  fleet  bases,  four  fleet 
anchorages  and  the  retention  of  all  land-plane  bases  now  under  the  control  of  the  Allies  in 
the  Pacific. 

Main  fleet  bases  in  their  recommendations  include  Pearl  Hsurbor,  Hawaii;  Guam  and  Saipan, 
Marianas  Islands;  Iloilo,  Philippine  Islands.  Manus,  Admlrcdty  Islands;  and  Noumea,  New 
Caledonia.  Secondary  bases  tiiould  be  maintained  in  the  Midway  Islands;  Okinawa  in  the 
Ryuku  Islands;  Subic  Bey  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  and  in  the  Palau  Islands.  Fleet 
anchorages  are  asked  for  in  Majuro,  Ewajalein,  and  Eniwetdk  in  the  Ijarshall  Islands.  Truk, 
Palau  Islands;  and  Espiritu  Santo,  New  Hsbrides.  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  fa. 

Struve  Hensel  disclosed  on  September  5  that  the  Navy  had  recommended  to  the  House  and 
Senate  Naval  Affairs  Committees  the  establishment  of  nine  major  fleet  bases  on  islands  in 
the  Pacific. 


DO  WE  NEED  E3CTENS10N  OF  THE  DRAF^T 

The  American  people  am  confronted  with  some  extremely  crucial  questions  of  major  policy. 
First,  do  we  want  to  abandon  our  historic  policy  (except  from  September  1940  to  December 
1941)  and  maintain  peacetime  conscription  from  now  onlf  ^e  Azmy  maintain  that  their 
requests  are  for  liquidating  the  war  and  that  fundamentally  this  is  part  of  the  total  war 
effort.  Is  it? 

Second,  do  we  want  to  underwrite  extended  and  extensive  military  occupation  to  enforce  a 
I  peace  settlement  that  is  widely  and  vigorously  condemned  as  sowing  seeds  for  World  War  III? 
Cesar  Saerc^lnger  wrote  of  the  Potsdam  decisions  on  Gemany,  ’'the  majority  of  liberals  have 
always  tended  to  consider  Versailles  as  a  contributing  factor  to  the  economic  troubles  of 
ji  the  inter-war  period,  and  one  of  the  underlying  causes  of  World  War  II.  The  potentialities 
of  the  present  proposals  are  far  more  sweeping  but  equally  unmindful  of  the  consequences 
for  Europe  as  a  whole." 

Third,  do  the  American  people  want  to  maintain  on  a  unilateral  basis  all  the  bases  asked 
for  in  the  Pacific,  a  Navy  of  1079  ships,  when  the  British  Navy  is  now  our  chief  com¬ 
petitor  in  size,  when  the  world  oug^t  to  be  undertaking  a  program  of  progressive  reduction 
of  axmaments?  The  base  on  whicdi  the  most  money  was  spent  before  the  war.  Pearl  Harbor,  is 
now  in  question  as  to  its  military,  alertness.  Do  wo  want  more  Pearl  Harbors? 
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Foiirth,  do  ige  viant  to  retain  a  huge  military  eetahllehment  for  the  maintenance  of  our  ii> 
fluence  abroad  ae  a  great  power,  or  in  the  language  of  the  street,  for  "throwing  our 
weight  around"?  Some  members  of  Congress  report  more  pressure  from  the  State  Department 
and  the  Army  and  Navy  than  in  their  long  eo^erienoe  in  Congress  and  talh  privately  about 
the  need  for  earnest  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Aiaerican  people  to  this  sort  of  thing. 

Fifth,  do  we  want  to  continue  to  underwrite  British,  Dutch,  French,  and  American  Imperial¬ 
ism  in  the  Orient  with  a  huge  military  and  naved  establishment? 

Sixth,  do  we  want  to  continue  a  race  for  power  with  Russia,  each  extending  its  sphere  of 
influence  with  increasing  danger  of  a  clash? 

Seventh,  has  the  atomic  bomb  made  no  difference  in  our  thinking  about  the  absolute  neces¬ 
sity  of  abolishing  war,  and  of  creating  a  different  kind  of  security  than  massed  armies 
and  massed  fleets? 

If  the  answer  of  the  American  people  to  the  foregoing  seven  questions  is  "Yes,"  then  not 
only  will  there  be  extension  of  the  dreift,  but  pezmanent  peacetime  conscription  will  ^ 
here  to  stay.  Only  an  aroused  and  vocal  public  opinion  will  change  the  answer  to  "No." 
Ilhat  peace  requires  is  more  food  and  fewer  guns  in  the  next  year,  more  efforts  to  create 
a  peace  that  can  endure,  less  military  arrogance  and  more  political  sense  az^  economic 
justice. 

E.  Raymond  Ulson 


Coat  •  It  is  costing  $2.X  a  year  to  mail  the  Newsletter,  with  Supplements.  This  Ne?v»- 
letter  is  not  on  a  subscription  basis*  it  is  dependent  on  voluntary  contributions  alone. 
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